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1., Prior to 20 July 1953, raticns for about 200 men were issued daily at the
guartering buildings of the VYL headquerters in Berlin-Johannisthal, The
former rati n strength was between 550 and 600, Personnel still stationed

. in Johannisthal included a ~ontingent of the guard detall; the personnel
section; and a contingent o the rear services. The chiefs and section
chiefs Kessler (fru), Zorn :fnu), Lehwess-Litzmann (fnu), Schroeder (fnu),
and Trapke (fnu) were trang’errad, in additional six soldiers with red
coilar potches were also obuerved in the quarters, Source could ot de-
termine, however, whether tiece soldiers belonged to an advanee detail
as was vreviously renorted. It vas rumored among the V2L versonnel that the
Gloistry of the Interioﬂor, at least, part of it would move into the
guartere.

2, DBetween 17 and 19 June, the VPL headquarters personnel and civilian em»ioyees
were restricted to quarters. Food became scarce., On 18 June, a truck loaded
with potatoes was overturnad by the demonstrators before reaching the VPL
cuarters, Contin-ents of the guard detail which left on two busses for an
exercise in the ineggel mountaing on 18 June had to return to their guar-
ters, after glass vanes in tho bus were smashed by demonstrators. AlL VPL  opy4q
mrsonnel were issued submachine guns., The guard was reinforced.

3, The training course for former vilots | |
was to start on 4 July 1953 was postponed. This measure was

nro y due to the fact thut the technical pergonnel from the achool at

ianenz, who vers to maintoin the Tak-18s and Yak-lls, allegedly had not yet

reached the required status of training and, therefore, would be under Soviet
25X1 supervision for another four weeks. Three senlor lisutenants who arrived i
Cottbus on 17 July to take :art in the training course stuted that only nine
student pllots who verz eitier beginners or former fighter pilots vere zccente
ed on 23 ilzy 1953, while former pilots of multi-cngine planes and blird-
~{'lying pilots, although found fit, were not accepted. Informanis furthor
stated that, in additlon to the nine accented student pllots, two nenbers
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24 the division headqusrters and four men Lrom Ramenz of rffielid wversi ha
%ike part in the treining course, The training schedule provided ow -
tiecretical training tegether with gha pilots who were unfit for Iv€ 143
1nd subsequent precticel training =% Jancuz. Training was to be cngusim
ad by & wraining regiment designotad linit 500,

Thoge pilotes of the three ragiments of the lst VPL Div whe were to £ i
Li0~158 viare giver a 1Z-day leave, beginning on 9 July., No informetion
was aveilable which type of plans was %o be used for tralning purpoge

~alter latz July.

“he radsr sets vhich had been made aveilablé for the 1st VPL Div wers
weturned to the Scviets and shipoed to Potsdanm in early July. Some of the
soviet fiight instruetors were also withdrawn. These steps were alisvedly
duz to economy measures, 3

Previous information that the runwyy mats at Bautzen airfield nroved
wisuitable was confirmed, On test laniings by MiG-l5s, fragments of -
rubber were torn from the wheels as, allegedly, the intervals tetwa:m
e grooveg iz the runway mats wera t-0 large. It was saild thet the Tanvay
with these mates is serviceable onlv f-r slow aircraft, Rumors in the hesd-
cvarters of the lst VPL Div said that the_ss mats were to be removed and
venlaced by s concrete cover, 4

Egggmnﬁ% Possibly, only the cperations section of the VPL hiad-

crarters was rreviously transferred from Berlin-Johennisthal te Cobtl 38

=¥ quartered i th: former Funker Kaserne outside Cottbus al rifeld,

Comment, This training cou-'se was previously reported.

« Pilots of the former German Air Force are to b
tralned in this course. In the future. basie training of paw VPL pileus

ir to be conducted by a basic pilo® school in Kamenz, in order to ra)isve
cf %his duty the ViL regziments. The numerieal designation 75007 was }ra-
vioualy known to be assigned to the Vil military basis training schati in
Kamenz, Following the nractice of %“he former German Alr Force, basi: pilot

“irsining is presumably to be condunted by #is school,

e

issuance of modern equipment ard aircraft to the VPL is to be limltaé,
if not stopped; or cancelled altogether because of the occurrences or
Y7 June 1953. Thsre are further irdications thot the Soviet *raining
regiment has generally fulfilled iis training mission and was yain

eguipped with MiG-j the regiment is probably ststioped -in
Yelzow, )

:t@mntg Bautzen airfield had not been rececupied by an air univ
rrior to & July 1953,

j k?cmzx;xem;s Several observations vere made indicating that the
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